
1 968/02/09 


/. < 7 . 


.1 




CITE: l NONE } ,- 0iW , 

BTG i 0S0355Z p fo(A- lwJi VvtLVZr '1 
FROM: ADM SHARP CINCPAC HAWAII 


>\ j^3 

?< 09 FEBRUARY 1968 


TO 


GEN WESTMORELAND COMUSMACV SAIGON 


INFO: GEN WHEELER CJCS WASH DC 


A. CJCS CITE JCS 31S29/080448Z FEB 68 

1. IN THE REF GEN WHEELER MENTIONS A THEORY THAT OVER- ALL 
ENEMY STRATEGY MIGHT BE TO ATTACK AND ATTRITE THE ARVN 
THEREBY DESTROYING THEM AND ULTIMATELY GAINING ACCEPTANCE. 

BY THE PEOPLE OF A COALITION GOVERNMENT. MASSIVE KKE SANH . 
BUILDUP WOULD BE AN ALTERNATIVE THREAT TO FORCE A SYPHONING 
OFF OF TROOPS FROM THE SOUTH THEREBY REDUCING SECURITY AND 

m 

AFFORDING THE ENEMY OPPORTUNITIES TO DESTROY ARVN UNITS. 

2. IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THIS STRATEGY COULD BE TAKEN ONE 
STEP FARTHER. WE COULD ACCEPT THE FACT THAT THE KHE SANH 
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BUILDUP MIGHT BE A THREAT TO SYPHON OFF TROOPS FROM THE 
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SOUTH IN ORDER TO WEAKEN US AND ARVN AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE. 

TO FACILITATE AN ATTACK ON SAIGON. MY INTELLIGENCE INDICATES. 
THERE MAY BE TWO VC AND ONE NVN DIVISIONS MOVING TOWARD . 

SAIGON FROM THE NORTH. THERE ARE ALSO SOME ENEMY BATTALIONS 
SOUTH OF THE CITY. THE ARVN IS STILL INVOLVED IN CLEANING UP VC - 
WITHIN THE CITY. WOULD IT BE FEASIBLE FOR THE ENEMY TO INFILTRATE 
MORE TROOPS INTO SAIGON AT THE SAME TIME THEY ATTEMPT A FRONTAL 
ASSAULT, THUS TO HAVE MAXIMUM DISRUPTION AND CONFUSION WITHIN- 
SAIGON WHILE IT IS BEING ATTACKED FROM WITHOUT? 

3. YOU HAVE LATER INFORMATION THAN I DO. I AM SURE YOU HAVE 









CONSIDERED THIS POSSIBILITY. IT JUST SEEMS TO ME THAT THIS COULD 
BE THE CULMINATION OF THEIR EFFORTS. IT WOULD BE HARD TO FIGHT 
THIS WAR IF SAIGON WERE OCCUPIED BY THE ENEMY AND IT WOULD BE 
EXCEEDINGLY COSTLY TO GET THEM OUT. WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR 
THOUGHTS. WARM REGARDS. GP-1 
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